JAMES BROCKMAN

Rebacking — an

| developed this method of rebacking whilst working
at The Eddington Bindery in the mid-seventies. We
were asked by collectors to reback some important
bindings invisibly. | was able to draw on both my
trade bindery background (for the refinement of
technique) and my years of conservation binding with
Sandy Cockerell for the selection of strong, sound
materials and methods.

Thismethod, in my opinion, retainsvirtually al the
origina structure, materials and handling qualities of
the book with minimum disturbance.

In most cases, the hidden linen joint is stronger than
the original board attachment but care should be
taken as this method may give too much resistance to
board opening on small books. However, this can be
adjusted by reducing the amount of linen/cotton
used over the joint [see 28].

As with al binding techniques, it is a question of
balancing strength of materials against handling and
proposed use of the book.

Sequence of Operations

1 Milton's Paradise Lost, illugtrated by John Martin (1%th
Century Morocco binding) boards off and corners damaged.

36

alternative

approach

2 Lifting the board |eather with a knife. The leather should
be lifted a good way in, sopping a atooled line if possble,
as thiswill disguise the lifting. Where possble, a thin
support layer of board should be lifted with the leather.
Care should be taken to avaid creasing the legther as this
mey be impossble to remove when the rebacking is
completed.

3 Lifting the turn-in leather and page-down & the head
and tail only — not dl dong the joint. The same technique
of lifting a thin support layer of board, dill atached to the
lesther and paper, is used.



8 The board hdd in the laying press and baing cut open
with a knife. Pressing boards are usad for support on one

dde of the board and the initid cut is made dong a draight
edge hdd on the pressing boards, just overlgpping the board

; edge It is important to use a knife with a solid blade as
5 Shaving avay some of the board to accommodate the h : : ;
thickness of the new lesther [30 & 31]. totddoontrol of the cut is essentid to avoid damaging the

20mm approximately
Leather / e N
6 Shaving away the board & the edge to enaure that the 8a The board should be cut as near as possible to the
new legther fits flush. The shaving is bevelled to metch the leether sde to a depth of 20 mm approximately. Often the

enlge paring on the new rebacking leather [30 & 31]. board will split eeslly dong an origind lamination.
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9 Unbleached Irish aeroplane linen is cut on the bias into 12 Protecting the leather with slicone rdesse paper before
rips (by cutting on the bias there is a 40 per cent increese pressing.
in the number of threads running across the joint without
adding any extra bulk). Unbleached cotton mey be used for
light-weight books. (See Phoenix advertisement)

| wes recently told by William Minter of Chicego thet he
found cotton to be more durable then linen in fdd tedts.
He fixed grips of fabric to the locd grocery shop door and
after some months found the linen hed split whilst the
cotton was unaffected.
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14 The board is pressed vay hard. Any excess PVA
should be removed &ter 5 minutes and the board returned
to the pressfor 1/2 hour. A strong grip on thelinen is
achieved when it is gued and pressad hard into the split.
The linen keys into the board eech Sde of the dit and no
extra bulk is added to the board thickness. It is not
advissble to try to remove board equd to the linen
thickness fram the dit as this will be difficit to achieve
accuratdy and will result in a poor anchorage of the linen
with unevenness possibly showing on the surfaces of the
11 Working the linen down into the split. board.




" _ _ 18 Cutting the compensating card to fit between the
15 Accurady messring lesther thickness immed rlgsther and the borgd edoe

£

16 Choodng a quitable add free card, predsdy the same

thickness as the legther. 19 Postioning the glued compensating card to just touch
the lesther.

17 Trimming bedk the legther to the gald line. It is e |

preferdble to remove the origind lesther at the joint as it ; ;

wauid mos likely be add and the acicity would migrate %Gd'“'”g the beck edge of the compenseting card and
into the new legiher & this, the most vulinerable point. edge

T { i



21 Rubbing down the linen on to the edge of the board. 24 Sticking the smdl card spacars on to the badk edge of
This enaures that the board will hinge from the origind the board.

postion.

25 Making sure the boards are absolutdy square before
pogtioning in the laying press.

22 Cutting off the surplus linen across the top of the board
and a rignt-angles to the board.

26 Gluing the spine and dicking the firg linen joint across.
If required, heedbands can be savn on through the linen
after this sage.

N.B. 1 When dluing directly to the text block use a gddine
adhesve

2 It is possble at this Sage to saw through the centre of

23 Cuitting smdl 06 mm card specas to hold the boards the gatherings and through the linen on the spine to gve a
away from the joints, dlowing room for the turn-ins. mechanicd fixing in addition to the adhesve




27 Making the hollow on the book for better accuracy and 30 Paing the lesther & the cgps with a pokeshave.
adheson, usng add-ree machine made paper, grain running
heed to tall.

28 An dterndive fixing for andl books.

N.B. The al-dong joint may produce too much ressance
in the board opening on smdl or light waght books.
Therefore, the joint may be cut as shown and the drips
dued across the spine. If the cut-outs are dternated on the
front and back boards, the spine will be fully lined without
building up too much bulk.

31 Paing the edge of the leather to an even and gradud
bevd, with afine feathered edge The corners should be
rounded to make turning-in essier.
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29 Redudng the legther to the reguired thickness in the
Brodkmen Paing Machine 32 Trimming df the surplus linen and hollow.



33 Slitting the hallow for the turn-in. 36 The dampened and pasted leather being moulded
agang the compensating card. The boards and spine as well
as the new leather are pagted to make moulding and
pogtioning of the new leather eeser.

34 Cutting the linen joint to alow for the turnvin. Bak 37 Tuming in a cap.
cornering should be done & this sage if required.
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38 The book is Idft to dry on the edge of a surface as the
old leasther may dain if it is egaing the damp new legther.

When the leather is dry the joints are lightly dampened and
] ) the boards are carefully opened by eedng them down into

35 Wrapping up the book with polythene. the joints.




39 Uneven areas on the new legther are pared away ad
lumps under the older legther are removed.

40 Gluing down the origind leather with PVA. PVA is
usd in preference to paste, as paste mey dain the lesther
and, being an adhesive that penetrates, it will usuadly cause
the origind lesther to compact more then the rest of the
lesther on the board. This mekes the lifted area more
noticegble. With regard to reverghility, it is not likdy thet
the origind lesther could be lifted succesfully by

ing, therefore, any subsequent lifting would be done
dy with a knife and, with PYA baing a surfece adhesive,
the leether would be looser and esdier to lift. It is possble
to line the origind lesther with a thin tissue before putting
the legther down. The tissue will split gpart upon
ubsquent rebacking, supporting the origind legther and
meking the operation eeser.
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41 Feading the lesther hard up againg the compensating
grip.

42 Presing the boards individudly. A tin is placed under
the board and a metd plate protected by slicone rdesse
paper is placed againg the leather. Pressing boards are usad
to build up to the thickness of the spine. The book is
pressed lightly et firdt, checking after a fev minutes to s
thet the leather is not daining. Asthe PVA dries, pressure is
increesed until dl signs of lifting are removed. The board
mey be pressad for as long as necessary.

44 The spine is lightly pested & the edges and dlued with
PVA down the centre to op it dipping. It ished in
podtion urtil dry with an dadic bandage over slicone
release paper. A tube is usad to support the fore-edge The
lesther is checked to make sure it is not Sained by the
paste.



45 Surplus dld legther is pared dff & the cap. 48 Peding on a cap paich. _
N.B. All the edges of the origind lesther may be patched in
this way to produce a virtudly invisble rebacking.

46 Prepaing legther for cgp patches The Brodkman Paing P
Machine is usad t dof the grain Sde
timlﬁnlspaches(‘) reverss pare (e gan Sck) 49 Injeding the damaged corners with a thin pagte.
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47 Edge paing the cgp patches with a knife 50 The corners being damped and left to dry.



51 Retodling a cep. 54 iring the paper inner joints.
N.B. Decordive tooling mey be painted in with gald ink or Ece paiing :

gold acrylic paint. Aress of new tooling mey be "aged" by

caefuly painting with a mixture of spirit besad legther dye

and pagte.

55 Sticking in a paper inner joint.
52 Retouching sauffed legther.

N.B. Spirit-basad leather dyes mey be usad on porous

lesthers, which mey then be parchment szed (check for

possble gaining). Cdlulose paint gives good results on non-

porous surfaces

56 Indde of the completed rebacking.

N.B. Heoes of thin matching paper should be usd for the
] inner joints, dternatively, a thin white paper can be painted
53 Removing the 0.6 mm card spacers to metch the endpapers after being suck in.




57 Closeup View of the inner joint showing undisturbed 59 Thefirst few leaves open, showing that the rebecking
origingl lading in marks has no detrimentd effect on the origind functioning of the

book.

58 Close up of the board showing the pardld edge
achieved by the shaving illustrated in photograph 6.

60 The completed book.




